BLUE BELLS MODEL UNITED NATIONS

NEWSLETTER
DAY I

BLUE BELLS STANDS
for

SUSTAINABILITY AND
INCLUSIVENESS
FOR
A
RESILIENT WORLD

Understanding The Evolution of Warfare in the 21st Century
SAMRIDDHI ROY
Traditional wars used to be easy to define. Nation states could say with confidence whether they were at war or peace. However,
there now seems to be widespread agreement that the character of war is transmuting but with little consensus on exactly
how? As a result, new terms have proliferated in conflict studies. Some of these terms focus on speed, like “hyper war”. Others
allude to the co-mingling of old and new tactics: ‘hybrid war or ‘grey zone where the ambiguity is even greater. Thus, war today
can be nonlinear, fifth-generation, next-generation, or even contactless. Several analysts even add “meme wars” and “like wars”
and talk of the weaponization of social media as threats in our networked world.
According to Clausewitz, the nature of war “is fundamentally political”. He believed that its nature would never change, and
these fundamental components will always be at the heart of warfare. However, he stated that the character of war, a subjective
element of war’s nature, can vary. This has occurred over time through the information-led Revolution in Military Affairs (RMA).
Clausewitz’s view holds merit as the fundamental basic features of war haven’t changed, whilst the character of war has through
states having a better understanding of the moral, tactical and geographical aspects of modern war whilst also reaping the
benefits of new technological innovations.
Presently, we are on the cusp of a fundamental change in the character of war. Technology, geopolitics, and demographics
rapidly change societies, economies, and warfare tools. They are also producing changes in why, how, and where wars are
fought--and who will fight them. The significantly increased speed and global reach of information (and misinformation) likewise
will remarkably affect forces and how they fight.
Howsoever we may define war, making a distinction between the nature and the character of war is essential. War is, by nature,
violent. It involves killing and taking lives, and its outcomes are usually ambiguous. Such is the nature of war, whereas its
character is the impermanent, circumstantial, and adaptive features it develops. This definition is relatively elastic, as it implies
that whatever is not constant about war has, in a sense, to do with the character of war. Therefore, there is a clear distinction
between nature and the form or character of war. However, the answer to the three fundamental questions will guide us
regarding warfighting's future: What are we fighting over? Who will do the Fighting? And with what will we fight? The first
question may be the easiest to answer, from plunder, religion, resources, ideology and safeguarding one’s territory. In the case
of the Russia -Ukraine conflict, wars are now also fought to preserve values. The second question has seen conflicts increasing
against non-state actors, the visibility of the opponent is no longer easy to discern, and we are operating in a “grey zone’’ the
last question has seen the effect of technology and media on the battlefield.
Armies worldwide have invested significant time and thought into examining the character of war. While the nature of war; the
use or threat of violence, as an extension of politics, to compel the enemy to our will within the fog, friction and chance of

combat, is immutable, the character of war, its expression and form changes due to unique geopolitical, social, demographic,
economic, and technological developments often unevenly, over time. Shifts in the character of war offer an opportunity. These
need to be anticipated or recognized to enable us to adapt proactively, maintaining or regaining overmatch and forcing
competitors to react to us. Missing these shifts, however, can have devastating consequences.
Tracing Transformation in Warfare
The character of conflict - how war is fought - constantly changes as thinking and technology advance. The arrow gave way to
the bullet, the horse to the tank, the battleship to the aircraft carrier: these inflection points occur throughout history - and
today, the power of information (in data, processing, connectivity, AI, robotics, bio-science, materials, autonomy and all the
rest) is the latest inflection.
Throughout history, introducing new technologies and techniques has been heralded as transformative. Western literature
identified new armies and decisive battles as the arbiter of changing nature. At the same time, in the modern era, the
technological and industrial developments pervading economies and societies gave rise to evaluations that specific weapon
systems, transportation, and then powered flight as the forces that changed war’s nature. In the 21st Century, the empowerment
of non-state actors led to judgments that war’s nature was irrevocably altered and defined by these actors. Within two decades,
this assertion was replaced by the notion that electronic communication systems, robotics and artificial intelligence would be
so radically different that they would determine the essence of war. To quote General Naravane, "We have possibly entered the
era of 'contested equality', wherein technology will make unequal, equal. Perhaps that is already happening. The battle-winning
factor in future combat may not be numerical equivalence but technological superiority. Brick and mortar military structures
and capacities will perhaps matter less; technological capacities in enabling domains like AI (artificial intelligence) and cyber
will decisively tip the military balance," he said.
The proliferation of effective long-range radars, air defence systems, long-range precision weapons, and electronic warfare and
cyber capabilities is changing the battlefield milieu. Warfare is becoming more lethal and precise. Crises are unfolding rapidly,
compressing decision cycles and heightening the risks of miscalculation or escalation. Conflict is a premium on speed of
recognition, decision, assembly, and action. Moreover, ambiguous actors, intense information wars, and cutting-edge
technologies further confuse situational understanding and blur the distinctions between war and peace, combatant and noncombatant, friend and foe--perhaps even humans and machines.
Hybrid & Grey zone Warfare
The term hybrid warfare first appeared as early as 2005 and was subsequently used to describe the strategy used by the
Hezbollah in the 200 Lebanon War. Hybrid and asymmetric warfare is an everyday war that developing countries face in a
competitive military and economic environment. It is difficult to categorise hybrid war as a military or quasi-military challenge,
but it has elements of military and non-military domains. It is essentially used to capture the multiplicities of actors involved
and the blurring between traditional categories of conflict.

To react to such a threat, where lines of peace and war are blurred, India must build hybrid warfare capabilities for dynamic
response to ambiguous and alternative wars. The threat may be kinetic, non-kinetic, political, cyber, transnational organised
crime, global terrorism, asymmetric conflict, and danger to resources, diaspora, and critical infrastructure. Hybrid war cannot
be fought in silos; it requires integrating all elements of hybrid war for offensive and defensive operations. The development of
hybrid warfare capabilities is imperative for states as they may be under attack but unaware of who is attacking, what one is
attacking and how they are attacking. To react to such a threat, where lines of peace and war are blurred, one must build hybrid
warfare capabilities for dynamic responses to ambiguous and alternative wars.
The Grey Zone lies between war and peace, where hybrid warfare is conducted. The ambiguity lies everywhere, be it in
international laws, with actions and attributions or even where the impact of the activities may not elicit a response. This has
raised the number of players, their agendas and capabilities. It is a space contested through unregulated means, proxies,
information and its manipulation, cyber and economical. It generates options for pursuing strategic ends just below the
threshold of traditional armed conflict. In the Indian context, we must contend with a form of Chinese grey-zone operations, a
tactic that does not involve non-state actors or kinetic attacks. For the past decade, China has been known to have actively
used the three warfare (3Ws) strategy—media, psychological and legal warfare—to weaken their adversary’s resolve. The
Chinese 3Ws strategy goes beyond propaganda wars and misinformation campaigns. Expanding conventional war dynamics
into the political domain, the 3Ws aims to undermine our organisational foundations.
Thus, the advent of new technologies and the rising importance of virtual domains like space and cyber are evolving the
relationship among soldiers, machines, and software. As the character of war is undergoing a fundamental change, countries
must develop and sustain new forms of manoeuvre, mass, and mutual support. The speed of implementing changes will be the
key determining factor in the next war.

LOK SABHA
DISCUSSING THE REFORMS IN INDIAN EDUCATION SECTOR
BAHULIKA SRIVASTAVA
From its inception, the Indian education system has been designed for a child to learn from books and write exams just to get
good grades. While it helps improve the children's reading and writing ability, it does not help in understanding the skills required
to survive in the world. We often hear on the news that unemployment in India is increasing daily, and despite having fancy
degrees, many fail to land a job. So what is the reason for that? The answer is our education system. The Indian education
system is designed for students to score marks, get good grades, and repeat the process, but it was never intended to give the
students the skills required to survive in this world. To upgrade the education system, the government has emphasized a new
framework –
NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY (NEP). The salient features of NEP are • Ensuring Universal Access at All Levels of schooling from pre-primary school to Grade 12;
• Ensuring quality early childhood care and education for all children between 3-6 years;
• New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure (5+3+3+4):
• Equitable and inclusive education gives particular emphasis to disadvantaged groups.
However, it has still not achieved its goal and is still lacking behind. It has faced a lot of criticisms as well,
which includes the• Privatization of higher education is a denial of social justice.
• According to the national education policy 2020, students of private schools will be introduced to English at a much
earlier age than the students of Government schools. The academic syllabus will be taught in the regional languages
of the Government school students. This is one of the significant new education policy drawbacks as this will increase
the number of students uncomfortable communicating in English, thus widening the gap between sections of the
societies.
• Creating a shared responsibility and ownership amongst critical stakeholders, including the private sector, at the state
and district levels with extraordinary diversity will be a significant challenge for educational leadership.
Every proposal and initiative in the new policy needs money - lots of it. How much of it will come from the state, and how much
from philanthropists or private investors? If the state steps away, privatization of all varieties will substitute for it and erode
the notion of education being a public good. Education then might simply become unaffordable to large segments of the
population. Lastly, by emphasizing that this policy is an important initiative to help the overall development of our society and
country. However, the implementation of this policy will significantly determine its success. Nonetheless, with a youth-dominant
population, India can achieve a better state by adequately implementing this education policy.

STAKEHOLDER'S MEET
DISCUSSING REGULATION AND POLARIZATION OF MEDIA
BHAVIK
What we traditionally understand as political polarization in the form of tough and negative rhetoric trail that we assume is
made negative by social media is common during election campaigns by political parties. However, this polarization continues
to thrive in the daily country as well as local media. As also seen in past that several parties, as well as their leaders, often try
to de-escalate or turn the bad truth away from the face of their political agendas as well as parties; the worst hit are the
journalists and activists who speak publicly about the government's policies and decisions.
As stated by Pushpendra Kulshrestha, "The Government met some important journalists and media houses and encouraged
them to publish the government's official version of the status of citizens during the Covid lockdown, and they also asked to
write about the positive effects of the lockdown, but in reality, tens of thousands of daily-wage migrant workers suddenly found
themselves without jobs or a source of income. Most of the news was inaccurate, biased or misleading due to the government's
involvement. The gag order was passed in a civil defamation case filed by BJP president Amit Shah's son over an article published
by a news portal. It can be said that the gag order was passed because the case involved influential people."
This leads to the opinion that media should have the freedom to post, talk as well as stream about all the problems as well as
the latest agendas and political matters going around in the country as well as the world, as media in every form is the first and
foremost medium of gaining information for a normal man may it be of any section of our vast Indian society.
As a conclusive thought, the government as well as the committee, should also emphasize on re-formation of the media system;
the committee and censor boards should review news before releasing them on television or any other mode which serves as
an information provider but also be noted that the censor board or the committee so formed should be only answerable to the
Indian judiciary to make sure that no leader or powerful person should be able to influence what media should publish or not.
Media is a really powerful tool to be governed, so it must be handled cautiously.

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE
RIGALIA’S INTERFERENCE IN ARDENIA’S ELECTIONS
VERIFIED IN A SESSION AT THE
MANASVI SINGH
Recently, the International Court of Justice started a session on the ongoing disagreement between the Democratic Republic
of Ardenia (“Ardenia”) and the Masiton Kingdom of Rigalia (“Rigalia”) regarding the Adawan Referendum. As stated in recorded
documents "On 29 October 1962, Ambassador Noorali announced a breakthrough: an agreement among Zeitounia, Ardenia, and
Rigalia, signed in Singapore, according to which Adawa would become a province of Ardenia for at least the next 25 years. Like
all Ardenian provinces, Adawa would have its own locally-elected Legislative Council. The Treaty of Singapore provided that, in
1987 or at any time after that, the Adawan Legislative Council and the National Ardenian Parliament, by a 2/3 vote of both
bodies, could authorise a referendum in Adawa to determine whether it wished to remain a province of Ardenia or become an
independent State (with the proviso that if the voters did not opt for independence, no subsequent vote could be held until 25
more years elapsed). All parties to the Treaty agreed that they would respect the result of such a referendum, and Ardenia
undertook to make the necessary amendments to its Constitution."
Prof. Hunland, a long-time advocate for Adawan autonomy, has been actively spreading false information on various government
activities and urging Adawans to fight for independence.
There was even a post concerning the alleged plans of Prime Minister Goldman to assert martial law in Adawa, which was
established as false by both the government and various media organisations. Even after the confirmation that this post was
false, it was shared by Prof. Hunland with the caption: “Military law??? How far is this regime prepared to go? Is a massacre
in the planning stage?” This misinformation lost Prime Minister Goldman's Party its majority in August 2020's regularlyscheduled parliamentary elections. AIP's votes in turn increased significantly, and the party was able to capture 52 seats. During
his election night speech, Prof. Hunland declared that the vote was “the first step toward true democracy; next comes the vote
for a free Adawa!”
The International Press believes, that his was an unethical method of winning votes and is hopeful that the ICJ will ensure
justice.

LOK SABHA
INDIAN EDUCATIONAL REFORMS: NEP 2020
NIHARIKA SINGH
According to NEP 2020 (National Educational Policy 2020), the development of the creative potential of each individual is the
paramount goal. It not only focuses on the development of an individual in cognitive capacities but also ensures one's growth in
foundational capacities like critical thinking and problem-solving. This policy lays out specific provisions that are looking to be
very beneficial in making the Indian Educational system better.
Member of the International press believes that one's growth does not depend on the amount of education or the type of
education; the quality of education determines it. Therefore, NEP 2020, while improving the quality of education, is based on a
crucial principle: the philosophy of T-shaped leadership, which, according to the member of the international press, is very
important for every individual to possess. According to T-shaped leadership, an individual combines all the experiences of his
life and can achieve specialization in one particular Domain. This kind of practice is given to the students by the government
under NEP 2020.
On January 27, 2020, COVID-19 set foot in India. It forced school or college-going students to stay at home. By May 2020,
amidst the upsurge in COVID-19 cases in India, it became clear that it would not be possible to resume regular offline classroom
sessions, so in April 2020, the Ministry of Human Resource Development was renamed as the Ministry of Education which
presented AAC, guidelines on continuing formal school education online. This allowed thestudent to still gain knowledge even
during the pandemic.
Under NEP 2020 skill-based learning is provided, which allows an individual to choose to expertise themselves in robotics,
coding, and other popular skills. This does not bind any student to regular education but also provides them an extra opportunity.
Families of many students, especially during COVID-19, experienced financial problems, leading students to drop their
education. This could have left the students with no certificate for even the education they did acquire, but because of the NEP
2020, those students are given the degree of education they gained.
According to the member of the international press. The government has laid out an excellent policy that can help the Indian
education system, but that will only be possible when India's citizens play a significant role. It is important to keep politics out
of it and think about the country's welfare. It is also crucial to embrace the educational system's imperfections and post about
it on various social media platforms. People may ask – "How could a post on social media make a change?". It will make a
change because when we are using any modern gadget that millions of people use, that community of people, seeing that flaw,
would take action and try their best to solve the problem.

UNW
UNCOMPLICATING THE NEXUS
BETWEEN BIOMASS AND GENDER-ENERGY CRISIS
LAVANYA SINGHAL
As geopolitical tensions and sustainability crossroads continue to strike the global community, it comes as no surprise that the
energy crisis has become ubiquitous. Consequently, falling agro-economies bring disproportionate challenges to marginalised
women, specifically to their biomass production. Despite more than two billion people depending upon biomass fuels for
sustaining their livelihood, these fuels fall out of the national energy accounts due to their zero-cost collection. This relatively
uncharted ‘gender-energy-poverty nexus’ presents a grave problem: the exclusion of the biomass energy crisis from several
national policies.
Such invisibility, coupled with spiralling energy prices due to supply chain disruptions resulting from the Russia-Ukraine war,
is amplifying the burden on women. Transactional sex for food and commodities, the return to lesser clean fuels and household
air pollution are resurfacing the cracks in gender equality. “Anyone can turn up at this station. The first day I volunteered, we
saw three men from Italy. They were looking for beautiful women to sell into the sex trade.” told a female Ukrainian refugee,
volunteering for ‘work’ at a station to BBC news. Diminishing biomass sources magnifies this sexual exploitation. Increasing
transportation in the search for alternatives places women at an even higher risk for harassment. Further, fuel collection is
becoming more time-consuming, leaving out little time for other livelihood activities.
While some countries have formulated biomass energy policies, their efficiency remains highly debatable. Taking the prime
example of India, where biomass fuel utilisation lies under the female domain, the irony of the energy policy being largely
gender-blind is shocking. ‘Corruption and Local governance’ –an evidence report from the state of Karnataka, India– reveals
that local government leaders of the male-dominated ‘Panchayati Raj ’often misuse funding provided for energy and
development. The position grants them unfairly easier access to local energy sources, which indirectly heightens the scarcity
for women.
Quoting Sima Bahous, UN Women Executive Director, “Systemic, gendered crises require systemic, gendered solutions. That
means ensuring that women and girls, including from marginalised groups, are part of all the decision-making processes.”
Thus, the press hopes that the United Nations Women (UNW) addresses this gender-blind spot in climate and environmental
policy, which is causing our world to progress backwards. Compendious deliberation shall result in positive outcomes for the
future.

UNSC
NEUTRALITY AT WARTIME: A CASE OF RUSSIA & UKRAINE
PRISHA RAJ
As heated debate ensues in the security council over the ongoing Russia and Ukraine war, the conversation succeeds in throwing
light on the silent participants. While countries like New Zealand continue to provide ongoing support and personnel to help
Ukraine fight the Russian forces, several states continue to maintain strategic neutrality during a humanitarian crisis.
The Russian-Ukraine crisis stems back to the Cold War and has been a passive struggle through the course of time. Recently,
despite the establishment of peace protocol and the learnings of previous wars, Putin decided to rehash old feuds. While this
attack proved to be a shock to the entire world, what surprised the media more so was the silence cloaking several countries.
Starting from Pakistan in the Security Council, the delegate strongly expressed their disapproval of the calamity imposed on
Ukraine through Russia's actions. What is interesting is Pakistan’s staunch silence in providing substantial support to them.
However, Pakistan is not alone in this alarming silence. India, too, abstains from showing any concrete support. The press notes
the Indian Prime Minister’s efforts to maintain friendly contact with the political authorities of Ukraine. However, the in-active
stance on ceasefire seems to upset the world at large. India continues to maintain passive arms and trade relations with Russia
due to its historical relations with the country. Nonetheless, the war has also motivated several countries to break away from
their neutrality and stand up for what they truly believe in as a nation. A historical example of Switzerland’s harmless position
in the First World War and its position as a buffer state between the big powers of Europe (France and Austria). However, 21stcentury power politics may call for a fresh perspective on maintaining a “non-aligned” stance during wartime.
To conclude, the line between genuine support and the inability to express one's opinion can often be perceived as complacency.
As India expresses the desire to be a leading superpower, it is maybe for it to take stronger decisions in the international arena.

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE
HAS NATTER SUCCEEDED IN DESTROYING FRIENDLY RELATIONS
BETWEEN ARDENIA AND RIGALIA?
SADHYA KALRA
Ardenia and the Masinton Kingdom of Rigalia were a part of Helian Peninsula and were known to have friendly relations in the
past, but it seems they weren’t able to keep it the same way as soon as the legalities creped in. Chaos hit the scene due to the
affair of Adawa, a province between the two containing a very important pilgrim site for both, the Herotoma Shrine couldn’t
become a nation like them. Due to the difference of opinions between Rigalia who promoted the idea of Adawan independence
and Ardenia who believed that it should be incorporated into its territory an intractable dispute was created which after a lot
of deliberation, a final decision emerged which stated that Adawa would be incorporated into Ardenia at the present moment
but after 25 years a referendum would have to be held to decide whether the people of Adawa wished to remain under Ardenia
or become independent.
Natter was a social media platform which had emerged there, but its positive impact did not last very long. As soon as covid19 emerged the Prime Minister of Ardenia closed the borders for all nations even for Rigalia to enter their state and prohibited
gatherings of more than an allowed size which was the right thing to do in WHO’s opinion as well for the safety of the people.
But Benny Walters, The Rigalian Ambassador refused to accept this and believed it prohibited them from gaining access to the
Herotoma Shrine which was more than just a place of worship for them. The member of the International Press believes this
act was short-sighted because Ardenia took the right step. However, Prof. Hunland did not feel the same way and supported
Mr Walters to make unjust use of his Natter account and spread misinformation and malicious content about the upcoming
referendum in Adawa.
It is well known that political leaders and supporters use dirty tricks to manipulate the masses. However, this case makes for
an especially twisted and sinister play of power politics.

UNGA
TRACING THE JOURNEY OF BAHRAIN’S HEALTH SECTOR
-SHAMBHAVI
As covid 19 impacted the health and well-being of people worldwide. Bahrain responded to the problem strategically by
covering the salaries of insured citizens in the private sector for over three months and covering electricity and water bills for
all citizens. The country has also launched apps to provide home deliveries for patients to ensure their safety, health, and
comfort. In addition, Bahrain formulated an action plan which focuses on enhancing sustainability and keeping pace with the
developments in education, health, housing and social support, social care and labour market regulation. These measures help
reaffirm ongoing work aimed at developing health policies for the nation. This has also led to the optimal use of the resources
available to the country. This also shows the government's commitment to ensuring the provision of high-quality. These
sustainable health services are well-organised, comprehensive and accessible to all citizens and residents alike. Some of the
government’s responses to the pandemic were as follows:
1) Deploying Information and communication technology (ICT) to support primary and secondary education.
2) Ensuring the return of Bahraini students stranded abroad to reduce their exposure to coronavirus-related risks.
3) Distributing approximately 50,000 daily iftar meals throughout Ramadan to expatriate workers in various parts of
the country.
4) The decision to continue standard workflow in public and private organisations.
5) Allocating an economic stimulus package worth BD4.3 billion in support of the citizens and residents from the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The country has taken all the measures needed to provide healthcare services to its citizens. Bahrain’s healthcare system is
one of the most advanced systems. It is a great way to ensure the safety, security, and health of the country's people. The
healthcare provided should be accessible at government hospitals and medical facilities sponsored by the state. Therefore,
other nations should take the case of Bahrain as an example for harbouring more sustainable and inclusive health policies.

UNGA
DECODING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS)
TAMANNA GOEL
The sustainable development goals (SDGs) were adopted at a historic UN conference by world leaders in September 2015, and
they officially came into force on 1 January 2016. The aim was to accomplish these goals latest by 2030. However, it is
disappointing to note that halfway through the deadline, none of the 17 goals has been accomplished. Furthermore, Covid- 19
worsened the countries’ progress in achieving the SDGs.
In a nutshell, SDG 3 ensures healthy lives and ensure social well-being for all at all ages. While there were a large number of
people dying each year pre- covid, the situation worsened because of the deadly pandemic. More than 500 million people were
infected by covid- 19 which led to the death of around 15 million people worldwide between 2021 and 2022. Apart from covid19, malaria and tuberculosis also led to a huge number of deaths worldwide. One of the reasons for the increasing death rate is
the lack of essential services in 92% of the countries. The sudden increased demand for health aid like oxygen tanks, ventilators
and protective equipment led to a huge shortage of these aids that were required by all. This led to a sudden hike in the price
of this equipment which could only be afforded by well-to-do people.
Further, SDG 4 ensures inclusive and equitable quality education and promotes lifelong learning opportunities for all. The
literacy rates of countries dropped because of the incapacity of economically weaker sections to access online learning. The
poor could not afford to buy laptops or extra mobile phones just for the sake of attending online classes. Many sectors didn’t
even have access to education pre- covid, and if they wanted to go to schools, they had to go to schools in far-off places, which
most of the students were unable to do. Furthermore, most of the females are unable to attend school because of many reasons,
like lack of family allowances.
The International Press believes that countries should ensure that schools are open in every district so that no one is deprived
of their right to education. They should also ensure that financial aid is provided to all those people who have lost their family
members due to the pandemic, especially if they were the sole breadwinners of the family. There should also be better sewage
systems and hygienic surroundings to prevent the spread of diseases like malaria and tuberculosis. It must be understood that
these are measures that the organs of the United Nations can only suggest and need to be implemented with a responsible
attitude by the respective nations.

UNSC
GLOBAL ECONOMIC CRISIS AND FOOD SHORTAGE
DUE TO THE RUSSIA-UKRAINE CONFLICT
TANVEER SINGH
Ukraine is known to be the “breadbasket of the world”. The most vital exports in Ukraine are its agricultural products. The black
soil contained in its bordering regions provides nearly perfect conditions to grow various grains. It plays a major role in providing
grains and oilseeds throughout the world. The Russia-Ukraine conflict had caused a near-complete halt to Ukrainian food
exports, which caused immense food shortages in various countries of the world, mainly located in the Middle East and Northern
Africa. The Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), David Beasley, gave a statement, “Getting the Black Sea
ports open is the single most important thing we can do right now to help the world’s hunger.” There are further points to be
discussed here.
Ukraine feeds around 400 million people around the world. It is a major source of commodities in various countries. Ukraine
provided around 880,000 metric tons of commodities to the World Food Programme in 2021 alone to help with global hunger.
Ukraine provides major commodities and food resources to various African countries, including Somalia, Kenya, and Ethiopia.
Due to the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, the agricultural exports of Ukraine have come to a near-complete halt. This
has caused a huge hit to global food prices and hunger around the world. The day the invasion began, the global market fell
immensely, and the prices of oil, gas and various food commodities surged. These catastrophes could further cause social
tensions in countries located in the Middle East and Africa, which have weak social safety features, fewer job opportunities, etc.
Hostile Russian forces had prevented the export of grain from Ukraine; these preventions took place in various areas, one of
them being the Black Sea ports. This restriction could further make food more expensive around the world, an increase in
various shortages can take place, and hunger and political instability can be experienced in various developing nations.
Going back to the statement made earlier by the Executive Director of the World Food Programme, on 16th August 2022, the
first shipment of grain from Ukraine took sail from the Black Sea port in Pivdennyi in Yuzhny as part of the ‘Black Sea Initiative’.
This shipment was set for the Horn of Africa region. The Black Sea Initiative was an unprecedented agreement allowing the
opening of the Black Sea ports. This is an extremely important initiative, as the world is already experiencing major
unemployment, food shortages and various other problems due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This agreement taking place in the
middle of this conflict provides a glimmer of hope to Ukraine and the rest of the world.

RAW
IMPACT OF CHINA’S ZERO COVID POLICY ON INDIA
DEEKSHA RANA
India and China as highly populous countries require a lot of economic resources and assets to stay economy afloat.
Therefore, both traditional and non-traditional security threats greatly impact its economic health.
More recently, worries of a sustained slowdown in China as a result of its zero-covid strategy are troubling policymakers and
trade experts worldwide. International crude oil prices have already declined. China’s central bank unexpectedly slashed rates
on Monday after data showed economic activity slowed broadly in July — including consumer spending and factory output —
sending oil prices down sharply and reigniting concerns of a global downturn. China’s retail sales and factory data witnessed a
growth, but were far below market expectations, analysts said. Retail sales grew by 2.7% in July from a year ago and industrial
production rose by 3.8% on a year-on-year basis. Meanwhile, major global economies such as the US and the UK are witnessing
record inflation. The RBI has hiked repo rate to pre-covid-19 levels of 5.4%.
How does it help India in the global market?

With a number of countries adopting a China plus one policy, China’s losses could be India’s gain. Resetting of the global supply
chain following the covid-19 pandemic has brought India to the fore. Developed countries are engaging with New Delhi to forge
trade partnerships. A prolonged slowdown in China could help India leverage the opportunity by negotiating better deals with
major developed economies. Australia’s worsening relationship with China pushed Canberra to focus on India, and more
developed countries have shown interest towards the same including Canada, the European Union and the United Kingdom.
China is India’s second-largest trading partner, accounting for 5.04% of India’s total exports and 15.43% of India’s imports. A
lot of raw material used in India’s electronics, auto, and pharmaceuticals come from China. With China occupying a large share
in India’s export basket, demand slowdown there may further hit India’s total outbound shipments, which have sharply slowed
down, growing just 2.14% in July. Supply side disruption due to China may also fuel further inflationary pressures. Most global
brokerages and multilateral agencies have cut the growth forecast for China, citing its zero-covid policy. The World Bank in its
report released in June said that China is expected to grow 4.3% in 2022 and 5.2% in 2023. The forecast for this year has
been downgraded 0.8 percentage points, reflecting larger-than-expected damage from covid-19 and related lockdowns. The
Asian Development Bank estimated China’s growth to be at 4% in 2022, down from an earlier estimate of 5%.

LOKSABHA
NEW EDUCATIONAL REFORMS
HARSHLEEN ARORA
India’s New Education Policy was launched in 2020 to ensure that every citizen receives access to education. By law, the age
group of 15 and above can claim the right to education as their fundamental right. However, women, especially in rural areas,
are not given proper education, and no specific measures have been taken in order to provide girl child education.
Even after the replacement of the education policy after 34 years, there have been no provisions made for Women. Women in
rural areas are still suppressed and have no idea about their political and economic rights. Even though there are women-centric
policies in place, the implementation of such policies has greatly faltered.
For instance, there have been a few laws which have been made to improve women’s leadership but have not been implemented
yet. Although BJP thinks this new policy would bring in positive changes, it has been widely debated against implementation.
Moreover, if women are still not provided with proper education, the stereotypes will still continue. Women would still be
suppressed, and there will be no gender equality. There would be unemployment in the field, and single mothers and widowers
won’t be able to survive on their own. Women, when born, would be married in order for families to reduce their stress. The
regressive notion of dowry would heighten more than it already is. One reform was made named “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao”,
but little improvement has been cited through policy action.
Therefore, women are still overlooked and suppressed in this society. Therefore, the government must enforce timely checks
and balances over its women-centric policies. To do so, it should make more reforms for older illiterate women to get proper
education and be given recognition.

UNHRC
THE REFUGEE PROBLEM IS GETTING WORSE
ISHANI GAUTAM
The number of displaced people worldwide as of 2021 is 89.3 million people. Till 2010, this figure never crossed 50 million.
Then, it skyrocketed, crossing 60 million in the early 2010s and later crossing 80 million in the late 2010s. These statistics
clearly show that the refugee problem that the world is facing right now is worse than ever before; even though this problem
was recognised more than 70 years ago, no effective solutions have come to the fore.
One of the most popular solutions is asylum. Rightfully so, asylums have been one of the most successful of these solutions.
However, it takes years for asylum seekers to get resettled. For instance, in July 2018, there were over 733,000 pending cases.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the asylum process got worse. In the USA, all new asylum seekers, including children, were
denied access to the asylum process due to the fear that they may carry the disease with them. In a similar vein, resettlement
is a good solution but not very favourable. Less than 1 per cent of the world's total refugees are submitted for resettlement.
Albeit, after getting resettled, refugees face discrimination.
Whenever the word "refugee" is mentioned, the first thing which probably comes to one's mind is an image of camps. But the
popularity of this solution does not mean that it's good. Camp conditions are relentlessly horrible. There are no bathrooms and
guarantee of basic living conditions. Adding to this are poor health and sanitation facilities. Diseases in camps are common and
often deadly. Refugees also face mental health issues, such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and other mental health
challenges. Moreover, education is not available in camps, which is highly disadvantageous considering that half of all refugees
are children. No education after traumatic experiences in places as unhygienic as camps is one of the leading reasons for high
crime rates. Therefore, many refugees prefer to live in urban areas instead of camps. However, life in urban areas is also not
the best. Refugees in such places often live in slums. Even if they can afford to live in a better place, they face rejection from
society and are in danger of exploitation, sexual harassment, and more.
It can be seen that the world desperately needs new solutions to solve the refugee problem once and for all. It is not only
resettlement which is needed for refugees; education, therapy, security, and healthcare are also required. Thus security and
humanitarian forums must approach the refugee crisis from a long-term perspective rather than quick fixes.

UNW
HOW DOES CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACT WOMEN?
JANHAVI TANDON
Climate change is a multifaceted global issue, yet it does not affect everyone equally. It is noteworthy how women become the
"vulnerable group" in the context of climate change chiefly because they already face deeply entrenched inequalities in all
societies, which get aggravated by climate change. Especially as seen in the case of the Middle East and North African region,
as it is the most patriarchal region in the world. Secondly, they constitute a major chunk of the world's poor. Moreover, females
are more dependent upon natural resources for their survival which gets exceedingly affected during a climate crisis.
A study undertaken in 2021 stated that "men cause more climate emissions than women". Carbon Emissions create dangerous
weather conditions and increased wildfires along with food security disruptions, all of which lead to women's health decline due
to food shortages and inaccessibility to medicines and contraceptive aids and make them prone to sexual exploitation and
human trafficking. At present, most of the world leaders and members of UNFCC and Global Environment Facility are malecentric and are involved in decision-making processes, and the lack of women in such arenas leads to decisions and actions
which go in favour of the former gender; this leads to the creation of policies that do not consider female aspirations or adversely
affect females in terms of healthcare, education, food security and water resources.
Also, in cases of refugees or displaced people, such as in Somaliland, it is the females who are susceptible to violence.
Additionally, in patriarchal societies, women are subjected to follow the wishes and commands of males; in this scenario, men
are considered bolder and more hardworking, but it is the women who work incessantly and travel far distances to fetch water
or supplies, and they are often prohibited from attending educational institutions.
Even though women empowerment and gender equality are hot topics in terms of climate change, why do societies let women
be the 'vulnerable group'? Why not create conditions advancing gender equality in the arena of climate change, environment,
and disaster risk reduction? Climate change is more aggravated by men in comparison to women, but women are more prone
to gender-based violence, inaccessibility of vital resources, child marriages, low food security, and hampering of education and
healthcare due to the same. In such a case, "a closed gender gap and inclusiveness for a resilient and sustainable future"
becomes the need of the hour.

UNSC
THE USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINE WAR
KABIR SAINANI
On February 24 2022, Russia started a full-scale military invasion of Ukraine. Since then, the Invasion has led to thousands of
innocent deaths, injuries and damage to civilian property and land. The people of Ukraine are fleeing their homes for shelter in
other countries. In March 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered his country’s nuclear forces to move to heightened
alert status. On February 27, Putin stated, “Western countries aren’t only taking unfriendly economic actions against our
country, but leaders of major NATO countries are making aggressive statements about our country,”. During a meeting with
defence officials, Putin “So, I order to move Russia’s deterrence forces to a special regime of combat duty”. Such statements
by president Putin point to the growing nuclear threats that emerge in modern-day warfare.
Nuclear weapons have only been used twice in history, that is, in the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and as a result,
approximately 2,14,000 people died in those bombings. However, the conflict scenario is much different today. If a nuclear
bomb goes off now, the impact would be equally, if not more, catastrophic. In this regard, Joe Cirincione, a nuclear weapons
expert who previously served as President of the Ploughshares Fund, said, “Nuclear weapons, they are unlike any other weapon…
and that’s just the explosive part — not to mention the thermal effects and the radiation that are produced”. Therefore, if Russia
indeed goes ahead with the threat of using nuclear weapons, most members of NATO, including Canada, Belgium, Denmark,
France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, United Kingdom, and the United States would want to hold
them accountable and thus continue and enlarge the ongoing war. The director of the Nuclear Information Project at the
Federation of American Scientists, Hans Kristensen, said, “Once you start talking nukes, all bets are off…so, it’s not clear how
far this will go.” In contrast to Russia, Ukraine has no nuclear weapons program and would have no way to defend itself against
the superpower. Thus, Russia’s threats to start a nuclear war should force the other countries and members of the UN Security
Council to take action against it and find a way to prevent this coming war at all costs. ¬

STAKEHOLDER'S MEET
DOES FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND EXPRESSION APPLY TO MEDIA?
SANVI SRIJAN
In democracies, the media is fundamental to political life. It provides facts to inform us better about the issues that matter to
us. It renders criticism and debate to ensure that the information is tested and examined from all points of view. Freedom of
Speech and Expression is the fundamental right of every human as guaranteed by the Indian constitution, but is it applicable to
the media?
One of the primary functions of the media is to inform society about the nature and prospect of state policies. It is widely
believed that Indian media is devoid of influence. As Jane Root wrote in the book "Open the Box", which delves into the
possibilities of media influence, "It has a role in defining what we think of as a natural...it helps to map out who we think we
are". To look at the media's effect and influence, there is an underlying need to define impact as we understand it concerning
society and its overall effect.
In this context, spreading misinformation and disinformation in media is becoming a serious social challenge. This leads to
increased communal violence on the web and causes riots and lynching on the road. India ranks 150 out of 180 countries in the
World Press Freedom Index (2022). Resultantly, the media's freedom and independence are deteriorating for many reasons,
mainly because of increased state intervention. With freedom of speech & expression on one hand and liberty & equality on
another, we are still struggling to gain the actual freedom of speech and expression within democracies. The absolute
sovereignty of democracy is yet to be achieved. Freedom of Speech and Expression has allowed the press to express its points
efficiently. However, still, the media struggles to state and express its point because of its restrictions and limitations.
The thought that the media is an overwhelming force that influences their audiences through the means of appealing to their
desires and needs must be examined in contrast with the notion that "everyone is free". Under this argument, the state usually
makes a case for how audiences must be shielded from misinformation and fake news. However, it is essential to note that the
mass media's audience can resist being controlled simply through choice. Therefore, systematic safeguards must be provided
by the state to protect the freedom of its media. To have a better and more efficient source of accurate reporting, at the same
time, the government should stay away from interfering and manipulating media. In the Stakeholder's committee, Anjali Om
Kashyap stated that the media is the face of the nation. Yes, media is the structural base of citizens' knowledge. Media should
be independent and have liberty in their speech. This liberty will help us to democratize our institutions.

RAW
CAN INDIA ISOLATE CHINA?
PREKSHA VATSA
Since the pandemic and the Galwan Valley clash, India has started a campaign for boycotting China. Still, to its displeasure, it
cannot isolate the country because so many countries, including India, depend on China for trade. Boycotting China would hit
the World Trade as a whole unit in which India would be included. China, the second largest world economy, contributes over
25 % to global economic growth. Countries dependent on China for trade include Australia, Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Thailand, Chile, Taiwan, and India, depending on China for about 11% of their imports.
China has been spreading its influence worldwide, specifically to areas connected to India. This is what the Chinese String of
Pearls Theory talks about. It refers to China's intention to build a network in the Indian Ocean Region surrounding India. China's
growing influence around the Indian boundaries poses a severe threat to the country. Therefore, to counter the 'String of Pearls
Theory' of China, India established its own 'Necklace of Diamonds Strategy' that counter-circles China forming a garland around
it. However, India still cannot afford to boycott China. One can't simply boycott the World's second-largest economy. If India
decided to restrict Chinese trade, that would impact the world economy negatively, and it would be India that would be
responsible for whatever loss the World would face.
China would end up having the upper hand being such a huge economy. China contributes majorly to India's exports by importing
certain oils, cotton and other raw materials. At the same time, India gets electronic products, Automobile parts, and nuclear
machinery from China. Another factor due to which Chinese trade cannot be restricted is the cheap production units. Many
Municipal Companies (MNCs) from around the World have set up their production units in China because of the country's cheap
labour and production costs. Therefore, isolating China would not be an ideal strategy moving forward. However, counterstrategies similar to the Necklace of Diamonds need to be implemented for any more Strings of Pearls China might throw
towards India or any other country.

UNDP
WHAT IS THE AGENDA 2030?
RISHIMA SINGH
The agenda 2030 Sustainable development Goal seeks to strike a balance between our social, environmental, and economic
demands in order to ensure both current and future generations’ prosperity. Therefore, member states today significantly
emphasize their contribution to revitalizing the global partnership for sustainable development.
Today's world is more linked than ever before. Increasing information and technological availability is a crucial step in
encouraging innovation. Achieving sustainable growth and development requires coordinating policies to aid emerging nations
in managing their debt and supporting investment for the least developed. Hence, with a steadfast dedication to international
collaboration and partnership, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) can be operationally achieved. Humanitarian
catastrophes brought on by war or natural disasters continue to necessitate financial resources and relief, even though official
development assistance from wealthy nations rose by 66 per cent between 2000 and 2014. In order to promote trade and
economic growth, several countries also need ODA. The member of International Press is hopeful that the UNDP will deliberate
over such crucial matters during this conference.
The IP member suggests focusing on objectives that seek to improve North-South and South-South cooperation by assisting
national efforts to meet all the goals. Additionally, achieving a global, fair, and open trading system that benefits all countries
requires promoting international commerce and aiding emerging nations in growing their exports. Moreover, an increased
discussion on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to strengthen international cooperation will be constructive for
enriching multilateral ideals. In conclusion, progress towards the various goals requires an integrated strategy which must
materialize as collective recommendations by the committee.

UNEP
IMPLICATIONS OF FIRES ON GLOBAL WARMING
SADHANA MURALI
Fires are known for rapid spreads and tremendous disruption. Forest fire causes destruction, increases the emission of
greenhouse gases and is a breath-taking cause of global warming. In addition, fires are known to cause harm to the environment
and pollute. To combat climate change and emit greenhouse gases, countries are coming up with sessions to discuss steps,
measures, policies and solutions to make the environment a safe place to live.
Greenhouse gases occur naturally and are essential to the survival of humans and millions of other living things by keeping
some of the sun’s warmth from reflecting into space and making Earth liveable. However, the development in sectors such as
industries and agriculture has affected quantities of these gases in the atmosphere. As a result, the levels are high and are to
be taken seriously on record. Furthermore, as populations, economies and standards of living grow, so does the cumulative level
of greenhouse gas (GHGs) emissions.
The emission of greenhouse gases has a tremendous impact on climate change. Gases such as water vapour, carbon dioxide,
methane and chlorofluorocarbons significantly contribute to climate change. On Earth, human activities are changing the
natural greenhouse. For example, over the last century, burning fossil fuels like coal and oil has increased the concentration of
atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2). The burning happens because the coal or oil burning process combines carbon with oxygen
in the air to make CO2. In the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Hungary undertook to keep its CO2
emissions in 2000 at or below the 1990 level. Furthermore, in the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, our country
committed to reducing the average greenhouse gas emission by 6% of the base year level during the five years of the first
commitment period (2008 to 2012).
Regarding climate change and the emission of greenhouse gases, the member of the international press had a formal interview
with the delegate of Hungary on the emission of CO2 and greenhouse gases and is particularly impressed with their policies
and measures. During the session, they mentioned how forest fires caused a visible transformation in climate change. Moreover,
the Hungarian government is ready to cooperate globally to combat emissions and has implemented several policies to
contribute to the environment.
In particular, Hungary focuses on sustainability. Highlighting the forest fires, the government has trained the state members to
be responsible for the wrapping and mishaps of forest fires. Furthermore, the members are ready to cooperate with the Indian
government to exchange cyclone resistors with coal. Their contribution is visible in the policies and the need for cooperation.
The measure of creating environmentally friendly cars has particularly impressed the press members.
In conclusion, this article highlights the contribution of Hungary toward the environment. The causes of climate change and
our impression toward Hungary. The causes are human-based. Moreover, the citizens are working towards climate change.
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